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Abstract
Textbooks have a central role in learning, especially learning Arabic in universities. The role of textbooks for students needs to be considered in preparing quality textbooks. This research aims to analyze the readability of the textbook used by UIN Imam Bonjol Padang for Arabic Language Strengthening activities with the title "Al-Mawādu at-Ta'lῑmiyyah fῑ al-lugah al-'Arabiyyah: Li al-Marḥalah al-Muṭawassiṭah". In this regard, this research is a mixed research (qualitative and quantitative). Where the primary data source is the Arabic textbook. In this regard, the data collection technique for this research is documentation techniques. Then, the data was analyzed using descriptive statistical techniques. The results of the research show that, according to the Fog Index theory, the Arabic language textbook used by UIN Imam Bonjol Padang for Arabic Language Strengthening activities is entitled "Al-Mawādu at-Ta'lῑmiyyah fῑ al-lugah al-'Arabiyyah: Li al-Marḥalah al -Muṭawassiṭah” is a quality book. Therefore, this book is suitable to be used as teaching material in class to provide students with a further understanding of Arabic.
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Introduction 
Textbooks play a central role in the learning process.[footnoteRef:1] With the availability of textbooks, students are able to learn independently without spatial and temporal constraints. Textbooks provide learners with the flexibility to study according to their individual competencies and in an order of content that aligns with their preferences.[footnoteRef:2] Such functions of textbooks for learners should be taken into account when designing high-quality instructional materials.[footnoteRef:3]  The term ‘textbook’ consists of two words, namely ‘book’ and ‘text’. A book refers to a bound collection of sheets of paper. Meanwhile, a text is written material that serves as instructional content.[footnoteRef:4] Furthermore, when combined, the term ‘textbook’ refers to an educational document designed to explain a particular field of knowledge to learners.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  Agi Ahmad Ginanjar, “ANALISIS TINGKAT KETERBACAAN TEKS DALAM BUKU AJAR BAHASA INDONESIA,” Literasi : Jurnal Bahasa Dan Sastra Indonesia Serta Pembelajarannya 4, no. 2 (20 Oktober 2020): 158–63, https://doi.org/10.25157/literasi.v4i2.4216.]  [2:  Dicky Iqbaluddin dan Aufia Aisa, “ASAS PENGEMBANGAN BAHAN AJAR BAHASA ARAB (SOSIAL BUDAYA, PSIKOLOGIS, KEBAHASAAN DAN PENDIDIKAN),” El-Wasathiya: Jurnal Studi Agama 8, no. 1 (20 Juni 2020): 99–112, https://doi.org/10.35888/el-wasathiya.v8i1.3933.]  [3:  Aris Junaedi Abdilah dan Maman Abdurrahman, “KRITERIA BUKU AJAR BAHASA ARAB DALAM KITAB IDHA`AT,” TADRIS AL-ARABIYAT: Jurnal Kajian Ilmu Pendidikan Bahasa Arab 3, no. 2 (31 Juli 2023): 257–64, https://doi.org/10.30739/arabiyat.v3i2.2218.]  [4:  “Hasil Pencarian - KBBI VI Daring,” diakses 7 Mei 2024, https://kbbi.kemdikbud.go.id/entri/buku.]  [5:  Isaac Alpizar-Chacon dan Sergey Sosnovsky, “Knowledge Models from PDF Textbooks,” New Review of Hypermedia and Multimedia 27, no. 1–2 (3 April 2021): 128–76, https://doi.org/10.1080/13614568.2021.1889692.] 

Textbooks play a significant role for both lecturers and students. For lecturers, textbooks can save instructional time, shift the role of the teacher from a knowledge transmitter to a facilitator, and enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the learning process. Meanwhile, the role of textbooks for students lies in enabling them to learn independently, to study at any time and in any place, to learn according to their own abilities, and to follow the sequence of content they themselves choose.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Syaifullah dan Izzah, “Kajian Teoritis Pengembangan Bahan Ajar Bahasa Arab.”] 

In the Law of the Republic of Indonesia Number 3 of 2017, Chapter III, Section 1, Article 7, it is stated that one of the standards of a high-quality textbook is the use of language that corresponds to the learners’ level of language proficiency.[footnoteRef:7] Furthermore, one of the indicators of this linguistic aspect is readability, which, in simple terms, refers to the level of language in a text that makes it easy or difficult for learners to comprehend the material.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Mira Mirnawati dan Abdul Rahmat, “Regulasi Penulisan Buku Ajar bagi Dosen di Perguruan Tinggi,” Aksara: Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan Nonformal 8, no. 1 (1 Januari 2022): 751–58, https://doi.org/10.37905/aksara.8.1.751-758.2022.]  [8:  Yuliani Mayasari, Dingding Haerudin, dan Nunuy Nurjanah, “Analisis Kelayakan Isi Dan Bahasa Pada Buku Teks Bahasa Sunda Gapura Basa Kelas VII SMP,” Piwulang : Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Jawa 11, no. 1 (30 Juni 2023): 1–7, https://doi.org/10.15294/piwulang.v10i1.52503.] 

However, according to students, particularly those with a senior high school or vocational school background, Arabic language material is difficult to understand.[footnoteRef:9] This issue was also identified in the Arabic Language Reinforcement Program organized by the Language Center Unit (UPB) of UIN Imam Bonjol Padang. The program is mandatory for all UIN students—whether they come from Islamic boarding schools, Islamic senior high schools (MA), or general/vocational senior high schools (SMA/SMK)—after they have been declared to have passed the Arabic Language Orientation Program.[footnoteRef:10] Furthermore, the Arabic Language Reinforcement Program is an activity organized by the UPB of UIN Imam Bonjol Padang once every semester. This program is intended for all UIN students who have successfully passed the Arabic Language Orientation Program. This implies that students’ proficiency should have reached an intermediate level. Consequently, the materials included in the program focus on two skills, namely qirā’ah (reading). [9:  Muhammad Syaifullah dan Nailul Izzah, “Kajian Teoritis Pengembangan Bahan Ajar Bahasa Arab,” Arabiyatuna : Jurnal Bahasa Arab 3, no. 1 (14 Mei 2019): 127, https://doi.org/10.29240/jba.v3i1.764.]  [10:  “UPT Pengembangan Bahasa,” UIN IB Padang (blog), 17 Februari 2022, https://uinib.ac.id/lembaga-upt/upt-pengembangan-bahasa/.] 

In this context, the textbook used in the program is entitled 'Al-Mawādu at-Ta’līmiyyah fī al-lughah al-‘Arabiyyah: li al-Marḥalah al-Muta wassiṭah' authored by Asrina et al.[footnoteRef:11] This book was published in 2023 by the UPB of UIN Imam Bonjol Padang and has been used by UIN students since the same year. Nevertheless, no feasibility assessment has been conducted, particularly with regard to its readability indicators. [11:  Asrina Asrina, Abdul Manan, dan Rahmat Satria Dinata, Al-Mawādu at-Ta’lῑmiyyah fῑ al-lugah al-’Arabiyyah: Li al-Marḥalah al-Muṭawassiṭah (Padang: Unit Pusat Bahasa, 2023).] 

Among the theories that can be employed to analyze the readability of textbooks is the Fog Index theory. This theory was developed by Robert Clifford Gunning within an association he established in 1944. The association was intended to assist writers in improving their writing skills. Gunning himself was an American entrepreneur with extensive experience in the field of publishing. He was also a specialist in readability and communication. Through this theory, Gunning sought to assist other writers so that their works could be easily understood by readers.[footnoteRef:12] The Fog Index functions to ensure the clarity and simplicity of written texts. Gunning stated that, 'Complexity is fog which interferes with meaning, rather than helping to convey it.' Thus, the term 'fog' serves as a metaphor for textual complexity that hinders readers’ comprehension. The readability formula proposed within this theory is simple and widely used, and its results are objective and accurate. When a text has a high Fog Index, its level of readability is low; conversely, when the Fog Index is low, its readability is high.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  “The Gunning Fog Index,” Readable, diakses 7 Mei 2024, https://readable.com/readability/gunning-fog-index/.]  [13:  Patricia Phoebe Tandrawan dkk., “Manajemen Laba dan Keterbacaan Laporan Tahunan di Indonesia,” Kompartemen : Jurnal Ilmiah Akuntansi 21, no. 1 (31 Agustus 2023): 17–33, https://doi.org/10.30595/kompartemen.v21i1.15332.] 

Several previous studies are relevant to the present research. Maspalah found that students experienced confusion in understanding the material due to the low level of textbook readability. Therefore, the researcher measured the readability level of the textbook 'Bahasa Arab Berbasis Nilai Karakter' for twelfth-grade students, authored by Maspalah et al., using the Fog Index theory. The results of this study indicated that the textbook was easy to read.[footnoteRef:14] Meanwhile, Supriadi and Fitriyani revealed that students experience difficulties in understanding the material when the linguistic aspect of a textbook is considerably complex. Their study aimed to analyze the readability level of the textbook 'al-Lugah al-‘Arabiyyah' for eleventh-grade students, authored by Arifah and Afidati. The findings of the study indicated that the textbook was classified as highly readable.[footnoteRef:15] Meanwhile, al-Khaza’leh measured the readability level of Arabic textbooks used by non-native speakers at Al al-Bayt University. The results of the study demonstrated that there were three texts that students found difficult to comprehend because they were not aligned with their level of Arabic language proficiency.[footnoteRef:16] Meanwhile, Asrina and Sihombing stated that the background of their research was the need to improve the quality of the Language Center (UPB) of UIN Imam Bonjol Padang. In relation to this, the study served as an initial step toward such improvement by conducting a needs analysis. The findings showed that the current state of foreign language instruction at the institution was not optimal. Therefore, development is required in all aspects, including instructional materials.[footnoteRef:17] [14:  Triya Fadhilah Dhianty Putri, Rinaldi Supriadi, dan Mohamad Zaka Al Farisi, “Readability Analysis of Arabic Book Based on Character Values,” Al-Lisan: Jurnal Bahasa (e-Journal) 8, no. 1 (28 Februari 2023): 62–78, https://doi.org/10.30603/al.v8i1.3313.]  [15:  Rinaldi Supriadi dan Nur Fitriyani, “ANALISIS KESESUAIAN BUKU TEKS BAHASA ARAB BERBASIS KETERBACAAN MENGGUNAKAN KETENTUAN FOG INDEX,” Arabi : Journal of Arabic Studies 6, no. 1 (30 Juni 2021): 105–18, https://doi.org/10.24865/ajas.v6i1.232.]  [16:  “معاينة مستوى مقروئية كتاب العربيّة الوظيفية لغير الناطقين بها في جامعة آل البيت,” diakses 6 Mei 2024, https://journals.ajsrp.com/index.php/jeps/article/view/3296/3175.]  [17:  Asrina Asrina dan Abdul Manan Sihombing, “Analisis Kebutuhan Dalam Pengembangan Bahasa Asing dI UIN Imam Bonjol Padang,” Turast: Jurnal Penelitian Dan Pengabdian 7, no. 1 (30 Juli 2019): 29–44, https://doi.org/10.15548/turast.v7i1.760.] 

The aforementioned studies demonstrate both similarities and differences between the present research and the existing literature. In this regard, two articles were found to share theoretical similarities with the current study, namely those by Putri et al. and Supriyadi and Fitriyani. However, these two studies differ in that the textbooks analyzed were used at the senior secondary school level or its equivalent. Furthermore, al-Khaza’leh examined textbooks at the university level, although the study was not conducted at UIN Imam Bonjol Padang. The instructional materials investigated in that research were different from those of the present study, as was the theoretical framework. Meanwhile, the study conducted at the Language Center (UPB) of UIN Imam Bonjol Padang did not aim to analyze textbooks specifically, but rather to examine developmental needs more broadly. Based on the above review, no study was found that is entirely identical to the current research. In other words, this study can be regarded as relatively novel.
The foregoing academic exposition serves as the rationale for conducting the present research, entitled ‘An Analysis of the Readability of the Arabic Language Reinforcement Textbook at UIN Imam Bonjol Padang Using the Fog Index Theory.’ With reference to the research problem, this study aims to analyze the readability level of the Arabic Language Reinforcement texts at UIN Imam Bonjol Padang using the Fog Index theory. Theoretically, this study contributes to the development of knowledge concerning the readability of Arabic texts, and practically, to the improvement of the Arabic Language Reinforcement textbook in alignment with students’ language proficiency.
 
Method 
Accordingly, this study employs a qualitative descriptive method with a content analysis approach, which focuses on explaining specific phenomena in order to draw conclusions from various types of data. The object of this research is the Arabic Language Reinforcement textbook used at the Language Center (UPB) of UIN Imam Bonjol Padang. This textbook was selected for analysis because no prior feasibility evaluation has been identified, particularly with regard to its readability. The samples consist of qirā’ah texts comprising 100 words or more in this textbook, in accordance with the sampling technique specified in the Fog Index theory.
In simple terms, the Fog Index formula can be seen in the figure below 1.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  “The Gunning Fog Index.”] 

[image: ]
Picture 1. Fog Index Formula

Meanwhile, the categories of readability levels in the Fog Index theory are presented in the following table 1.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Sitepu, Penulisan Buku Teks Pelajaran, 121.] 


Table 1. Readability Level Categories

	Scale
	Category

	>12
	Very Difficult

	8 < x < 12
	Difficult

	3 < x < 7
	Easy

	< 3
	Very Easy



In his explanation, Gunning also added that texts intended for the general public should have a score of 8. However, if a text obtains a score of 17, it is considered appropriate for students at the master’s level.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  “The Gunning Fog Index.”] 


Result and Discussion 
1. General Overview of The Arabic Enhancement Textbook
The textbook studied by students in this program is titled “Al-Mawādu at-Ta‘līmiyyah fī al-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah: Li al-Marḥalah al-Muṭawassiṭah.” The book was written by Asrina, Abdul Manan, and Rahmat Satria Dinata. After being compiled, it was published in 2023 by the Language Development Center (UPB) of UIN. Since the 2023/2024 academic year, the book has served as the main textbook for both students and instructors in this program.
[image: ]

Picture 2. The Textbook Cover

To provide a general overview of the book, Table 2 will outline its anatomical structure.

Table 2. The Textbook Structue

	Book Section
	Availability

	1. Book Cover 
a. Front Cover
· Book Title
· Subtitle
· Auhtors Name
· Illustration
· Publisher’s Name
· Publisher’s Logo
b. Spine
· Book Title
· Subtitle
· Author’s Name
· Publisher’s Logo 
c. Back COver
· Book Synopsis
· Target Readers
· Brief Biography and Photo of the Author
· ISBN Number
	

√
√
-
√
√
√

√
√
-
-

-
-
-

-

	2. Book Content
a. Front Matter
· Half Title Page
· Blank Page
· Full Title Page
· Copyright Page
· Table of Content
· Preface
b. Main Text
· Section Title 
· Blank Page
· Chapter Title
· Subtitles
· Sub-subtitles
· Each New Section and Chapter
c. Bank Matter
· Glossary
· References
· Index
	

-
√
√
-
√
√

√
-
√
√
√
√


√
√
-



2. Readability Level of Arabic Enhancement Textbook
The method for measuring the level of readability using the Fog Index theory is as follows::[footnoteRef:21] [21:  B.P Sitepu, Penulisan Buku Teks Pelajaran (Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya, 2012), 121.] 

a. Selecting a 100-word passage as a sample, with the following conditions:
1) Repeated words are counted as two words.
2) A word used more than once is counted as one word.
3) Abbreviations or numbers are counted as one word.
b. Calculating the average sentence length by:
1) Counting the number of complete sentences within the 100-word sample.
2) Calculating the average sentence length by dividing the number of words in the complete sentences by the number of sentences.

d. Counting the number of syllables consisting of three syllables or more, excluding personal names, place names, and similar items.
e. Dividing the number of difficult words by the total number of words that make up the sample passage.
f. Adding the results of steps b and d.
g. Multiplying the result of step e by 0.4.

In measuring the readability of the Arabic Language Enhancement textbook of UIN Imam Bonjol Padang using the Fog Index formula, the author selected three reading text samples, namely the texts located at the beginning, middle, and end of the book. The explanation is as follows:
a. First Text Readability Index
1) Average Sentence Lenght of First Text
The first text consists of 8 (eight) sentences, while the number of words, adjusted according to the Fog Index formula, is 89. Therefore, the average sentence length obtained is 89:8 = 11.12.
2) Percentage of Difficult Word of First Text
In this context, difficult words refer to words consisting of three syllables or more, except for personal names, place names, and similar items. In Text 1, it was found that the number of difficult words was 70. This number was divided by the total number of words in the text. Accordingly, the percentage of difficult words obtained was 70:89 = 0.78.
To determine the readability, the average sentence length was added to the percentage of difficult words, then multiplied by 0.4. Thus, the result obtained was 0.4 (11.12 + 0.78) = 4.76, which falls under the easy category.
b. Second Text Readability Index
1) Average Sentence Lenght of Second Text
The second text consists of 13 sentences, while the number of words, adjusted according to the Fog Index formula, is 101. Therefore, the average sentence length obtained is 101:13 = 7.76.
2) Precentage of Difficult of Second Text
In this context, difficult words refer to words consisting of three syllables or more, except for personal names, place names, and similar items. In Text 1, it was found that the number of difficult words was 32. This number was divided by the total number of words in the text. Consequently, the percentage of difficult words obtained was 32:101 = 0.31.
To determine the readability, the average sentence length was added to the percentage of difficult words, then multiplied by 0.4. Accordingly, the result obtained was 0.4 (7.76 + 0.31) = 3.2, which falls under the easy category.
c. Third Text Readability Index
1) Average Sentence Lenght of Third Text
The first text consists of 8 sentences, while the number of words, adjusted according to the Fog Index formula, is 113. Therefore, the average sentence length obtained is 113:8 = 14.12.
2) Precentage of Difficult Words of Third Text
In this case, difficult words refer to words consisting of three syllables or more, except for personal names, place names, or similar items. In Text 1, it was found that the number of difficult words was 70. This number was divided by the total number of words in the text. Thus, the percentage of difficult words obtained was 70:113 = 0.61.
To calculate the readability, the average sentence length was added to the percentage of difficult words, then multiplied by 0.4. Accordingly, the result obtained was 0.4 (14.12 + 0.61) = 5.8, which falls under the easy category.

Table 3. Readability Level of the Textbook Based on the Fog Index Readability Formula

	No
	Text Position
	Average Sentence Length
	Number of Difficult Words
	Category

	1
	Beginning
	11.2
	0.78
	Easy

	2
	Middle
	7.76
	0.31
	Easy

	3
	End
	14.12
	0.61
	Easy

	
	Total
	33.08
	1.70
	Easy

	
	Average
	11.02
	0.56
	Easy

	
	Result
	0.4 (11.02 + 0.56) = 4.63
	
	Easy



Table 3 presents the readability level of the Arabic textbook used by lecturers and students for the Arabic Language Reinforcement program. It is shown that the readability level falls into the easy category. Therefore, based on the findings of this study, the reading texts are easily comprehensible."
Conclusion 
	In conclusion, according to the Fog Index theory, the Arabic textbook used by UIN Imam Bonjol Padang for the Arabic Language Reinforcement program, entitled 'Al-Mawādu at-Ta‘līmiyyah fī al-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah: Li al-Marḥalah al-Muṭawassiṭah', can be categorized as a high-quality textbook. Therefore, it is deemed suitable for use as instructional material in the classroom to facilitate students’ understanding of the Arabic language. Moreover, the sample of this study was limited to reading texts located at the beginning, middle, and end of the book. Hence, future research is recommended to examine all texts contained in the textbook and/or investigate other relevant aspects so that the quality of the textbook can be more comprehensively validated.
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