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ABSTRACT  

This study aims to analyze the historical transformation of Pasar Bawah in 
Bukittinggi from a social history perspective. The study focuses on the 
transformation of Pasar Bawah from a traditional market that served as a 
community trading space to an urban social space associated to commercial 
activities, tourism, community mobility, and social interaction. Pasar Bawah 
was selected as the research subject because of its strategic location in the 
center of Bukittinggi and its proximity to Jam Gadang, Pasar Ateh, shopping 
districts, pedestrian paths, and various centers of community activity. These 
conditions have allowed Pasar Bawah to function not only as a site of 
economic transactions but also as a space that reflects the dynamics of urban 
development and community life. This study employs a historical method 
with a descriptive qualitative approach. Data were collected through field 
observations, in-depth interviews, documentation, government records, 
historical documents, and literature reviews. Data analysis was conducted 
through the stages of heuristics, source criticism, interpretation, 
historiography, and thematic analysis.  The findings indicate that Pasar 
Bawah has deep historical roots closely connected to the development of 
Bukittinggi as a trading city. As the city has evolved, the function of Pasar 
Bawah has shifted from a traditional marketplace to a social space that 
connects the community’s economic activities, population mobility, and 
tourism. Interactions among vendors, shoppers, tourists, and the 
surrounding community foster social relationships based on communication, 
trust, cooperation, and daily economic activities. This study demonstrates 
that Pasar Bawah not only holds economic value but also serves as a space of 
social history that reflects the interconnections between trade, urban 
development, tourism, and the historical identity of the city of Bukittinggi. 
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I. INTRODUCTION  

Traditional markets play a significant role in social history studies because they are not merely 

venues for economic transactions. Markets also serve as community gathering spaces, workplaces, 

places for information exchange, spaces for bargaining, and spaces for the formation of social 

relationships. In social research, markets can be understood as spaces where actors, activities, 

meanings, and social relations are formed through everyday practices and interactions(Aspers and 

Corte 2019). Therefore, traditional markets can be interpreted as historical spaces that record 

community life, including trade patterns, merchant mobility, social relations, and changes in the 

function of urban spaces(Aliyah, Setioko, and Pradoto 2017). 

Bukittinggi is one of the key cities in West Sumatra, playing a significant role in trade, tourism, 

and the social life of the Minangkabau community.  The publication kota bukittinggi dalam angka 

2025 serves as an official source for information on regional conditions, population,and the general 

profil of the city  (Badan Pusat Statistik Kota Bukittinggi 2025). In the context of urban spatial 

development, Bukittinggi is characterized as a small city with activities concentrated in commercial 

centers, tourist areas, and community mobility routes. (Warni and Ahyuni 2024) show that the 

development of bukitinggi and its surrounding areas is linked to changes in built-up space and 

land-use patterns from 2005 to 2022. (Mirsa, Rahayu, and others 2022) explain that the spatial 

transformation of Bukittinggi is also influenced by tourism development.. 

The development of Bukittinggi is inextricably linked to the existence of markets as centers of 

community activity. Pasar Atas, Pasar Bawah, and Pasar Simpang Aur play a vital role in the city’s 

commercial structure. The document titled “Profile of Pasar Atas, Pasar Bawah, and Pasar Simpang 

Aur in Bukittinggi” states that these three markets play a crucial role in Bukittinggi’s development 

as a cultural and commercial hub (Pemerintah Kota bukittinggi 2015). In this context, Pasar Bawah 

holds strategic significance due to its proximity to Jam Gadang, Pasar Ateh, the shopping district, 

pedestrian walkways, and the hub of community activity. This proximity means that Pasar Bawah 

functions not only as a place for buying and selling but also as a social space connected to the city’s 

tourism activities 

In Minangkabau society, markets hold strong social significance. Markets not only bring 

together sellers and buyers, but also connect local communities, migrant traders, migrants, 

tourists, and informal workers. Damsar and Indrayani explain that markets in Minangkabau 

society are linked to sociocultural construction, mobility, and entrepreneurial practices (Damsar 

and Indrayani 2016). This perspective is relevant for understanding Pasar Bawah Bukittinggi 

because this market serves as a meeting place for various social groups with differing economic 

and social interests. Through buying and selling, bargaining, customer relationships, and mutual 

trust, Pasar Bawah shapes a distinctive pattern of social interaction within urban life. 
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Traditional markets can also be understood as socio-cultural spaces within the urban system. 

Ekomadyo emphasizes that traditional markets should not be viewed merely as commercial 

structures, but must be understood as economic and socio-cultural spaces (Ekomadyo 2019). 

Aliyah, Setioko, and Pradoto also explain that traditional markets serve as venues for commerce, 

socio-cultural interaction, and recreational activities within both urban and regional contexts 

(Aliyah et al. 2017). This perspective is crucial for reinforcing the position of Pasar Bawah as a 

vibrant space through the interplay of location, accessibility, types of activities, and community 

gatherings. 

In the context of urban tourism, traditional markets can become part of the tourist experience. 

(Fusté-Forné 2023) explains that urban food markets can serve as spaces of identity and tourist 

experience because visitors do not only buy products, but also experience the local atmosphere and 

social interaction within the market. (Aliyah, Yudana, and Sugiarti 2020) also explain that 

traditional markets can function as outlets for cultural products and tourism destinations when 

they are connected to local identity, cultural commodities, and visitor experience. (Madeira et al. 

2023) further show that urban food markets can attract tourists because they combine products, 

atmosphere, visitor perception, and urban experience. This is relevant to Pasar Bawah Bukittinggi, 

which is located near the city’s tourist center, especially Jam Gadang and Pasar Ateh. 

Studies on the social value of markets also show that urban markets can support the 

sustainability of public spaces. (Guzmán-Pérez et al. 2021) explain that urban food markets can 

create social value for the spaces in which they are located. (Vijulie et al. 2025) also explain that 

markets can support sustainable urban tourism by encouraging local consumption, cultural 

experience, and direct connections between tourists and local communities. Thus, Pasar Bawah 

Bukittinggi should not be understood merely as a traditional market, but as a social space that 

brings together trade, tourism, and community interaction. 

Based on this discussion, this study aims to analyze Pasar Bawah Bukittinggi from a social 

history perspective. The study focuses on three main aspects: Pasar Bawah as a trade space, Pasar 

Bawah as part of urban tourism activities, and Pasar Bawah as a space for community interaction. 

Through this focus, this article seeks to show that Pasar Bawah functions not only as a place for 

buying and selling, but also as a historical space that records the relationship between the local 

economy, tourist mobility, urban spatial development, and the social life of the Bukittinggi 

community. 

II. METHODS 

This study employed the historical method with a descriptive qualitative approach and a social 

history perspective. The historical method was selected because the study not only describes the 

present condition of Pasar Bawah Bukittinggi but also examines the transformation of its functions 

as a space for trade, tourism, and social interaction within the broader development of Bukittinggi 
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City. During the heuristic stage, various primary and secondary sources related to the history and 

development of Pasar Bawah were collected through field observations, in-depth interviews, 

documentation, and relevant historical documents and literature. The source criticism stage 

involved assessing the authenticity, credibility, and relevance of each source to ensure the 

reliability of the historical data. The interpretation stage focused on analyzing and connecting 

historical facts to understand how the functions of Pasar Bawah have changed over time. Finally, 

the historiography stage involved organizing and presenting the findings in the form of a coherent 

historical narrative that explains the development of Pasar Bawah within its social and urban 

context. A social history perspective was adopted to understand the market not only as a center of 

economic activity but also as a community space that reflects merchants’ mobility, social 

relationships, and the changing functions of urban space over time. The research was conducted 

in the Pasar Bawah area of Bukittinggi, West Sumatra. This location was selected because of its 

historical significance, its long-standing role as a commercial center, and its strategic position near 

Jam Gadang, Pasar Ateh, the shopping district, pedestrian walkways, and other major centers of 

community activity. The study utilized both primary and secondary data. Primary data were 

obtained through field observations, in-depth interviews, and documentation. Informants were 

selected using purposive sampling and included permanent vendors, small-scale traders, buyers, 

visitors, local residents, and individuals with extensive knowledge of the history and daily activities 

of Pasar Bawah. Secondary data were gathered from a range of historical and documentary sources, 

including studies on Pakan as the traditional market of Bukittinggi in the nineteenth century, the 

profile documents of Pasar Ateh, Pasar Bawah, and Pasar Simpang Aur, studies on the Bukittinggi 

heritage area, and other relevant scholarly literature. These historical sources were used to trace 

the transformation of Pasar Bawah from a traditional trading place into an urban social space 

closely connected with tourism and community life.Data were analyzed thematically through data 

reduction, thematic grouping, data presentation, and conclusion drawing. Observation was used 

to record market activities, interaction patterns, the physical condition of the market, visitor flow, 

and the connection between Pasar Bawah and the city’s tourist areas. Interviews were used to 

explore informants’ experiences regarding changes in market activities, the origins of vendors, the 

relationship between vendors and buyers, the influence of tourists, and issues related to market 

facilities. Data was analyzed thematically through data reduction, thematic grouping, data 

presentation, and drawing conclusions. Thematic analysis was employed to ensure that qualitative 

data could be organized systematically, consistently, and in a traceable manner (Nowell et al. 2017). 

Data validity was ensured through triangulation of sources and techniques by comparing the 

results of observations, interviews, documentation, and literature reviews. This approach aligns 

with qualitative research aimed at closely understanding social meanings and processes through 

the phenomena under study (Aspers and Corte 2019). If additional support is needed, the 

historical-qualitative orientation of this study can also be linked to the view that historical 
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approaches in qualitative research emphasize contextual understanding through sources, events, 

and social processes (Siregar et al. 2023). 

III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The Historical Development of Bukittinggi's Lower Market in the City Structure 

The development of Pasar Bawah is inextricably linked to the history of Bukittinggi’s 

emergence as one of the major trading centers in Minangkabau. From its earliest days, this area 

has served as a gathering place where people conducted economic activities and built social 

connections. At that time, the market served not only as a place for buying and selling but also as 

a space for interaction that brought together people from various villages. This situation 

demonstrates that the market has been an integral part of life in Bukittinggi since the city’s earliest 

days of growth (Azmi 2016). 

The early development of the commercial district in Bukittinggi is closely linked to the 

existence of Nagari Kurai, which served as the cradle of the city’s founding. Before the Dutch 

colonial period, the people of Nagari Kurai already had Pakan Kurai, which served as the center 

of commercial activity. As trade in agricultural products, such as coffee and cinnamon, expanded, 

the area grew into Pakan Gadang due to its strategic location along trade routes. This development 

demonstrates that Bukittinggi’s geographical position provided a distinct advantage, allowing the 

market area to evolve into the center of the community’s economic activities during that period 

(Putri 2021). 

Significant changes began to take place after the Dutch colonial government built Fort de Kock 

in 1826. The construction of the fort not only altered the city’s urban layout but also spurred the 

growth of commercial activity in the market area. The reorganization of the area carried out by 

the Dutch East Indies government beginning in 1858 led to the market being managed in a more 

orderly manner. The market, which had previously developed in a traditional manner, 

subsequently became part of the urban trade system under the colonial government’s 

administration. These findings indicate that colonial policies had a major influence on the changes 

in the function and management of Pasar Bawah in the development of the city of Bukittinggi 

(Putri 2021) . 

The continued development of Bukittinggi led to the formation of a more complex market 

system. Commercial activity was no longer concentrated in a single location but expanded to 

several areas in accordance with the needs of the community and the city’s growth. In this 

development, Pasar Atas, Pasar Bawah, and Pasar Simpang Aur became an integrated trading 

system that supported one another. The division of functions among these market areas 

demonstrates that the city’s development influenced changes in the structure of trade while 

simultaneously strengthening the role of Pasar Bawah as one of the centers of the community’s 

economic activity  (Pemerintah Bukittinggi 2015). 
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The research findings also indicate that the development of Pasar Bawah is influenced not only 

by commercial activities but also by its location within the historic district of Bukittinggi. Its 

proximity to Jam Gadang, Fort de Kock, Bung Hatta Palace, Lobang Jepang, and other heritage 

sites connects Pasar Bawah to a wide range of activities involving both the local community and 

tourists. These conditions have allowed Pasar Bawah to evolve not only as a commercial hub but 

also as an integral part of the city’s historical fabric that endures to this day. This demonstrates 

that Pasar Bawah’s identity is shaped by a blend of economic activity, historical significance, and 

the social life of the community (Azmi 2016)  

From a social history perspective, the function of Pasar Bawah has gradually changed in 

tandem with the development of the city of Bukittinggi. In its early days, the market served as a 

place where people met their daily needs. During the colonial period, the market evolved into part 

of a more organized trade system. Meanwhile, today Pasar Bawah is not only a venue for 

community economic activities but also a space for social interaction linked to tourism. These 

changes indicate that the development of Pasar Bawah has been influenced by economic 

dynamics, social changes, community mobility, and urban development. Based on the research 

findings, it is evident that Pasar Bawah has undergone a functional transformation from a 

traditional village market into an integral part of the urban trade system, possessing historical, 

social, and economic value. These changes indicate that Pasar Bawah is not merely a venue for 

buying and selling transactions but also a space that documents the evolution of community life, 

trade mobility, tourism activities, and the formation of Bukittinggi’s identity. The historical 

development of Pasar Bawah serves as the foundation for understanding its evolving functions as 

a commercial space, a space for social interaction, and a space that supports the growth of tourism 

in the city of Bukittinggi. 

The Lower Market as a Commercial Space Within the Socio-Historical Structure of 

the City of Bukittinggi 

The research findings indicate that Pasar Bawah continues to play a vital role as one of the 

commercial hubs in the city of Bukittinggi. Its location in the city center connects the market 

directly to various strategic areas, such as Jam Gadang, Pasar Ateh, the shopping district, 

pedestrian walkways, and public transportation hubs. This position makes Pasar Bawah not only 

a venue for economic activity but also an integral part of the urban activity network that connects 

commerce, community mobility, and tourism. Pasar Bawah’s accessibility from various directions 

further supports the continuity of commercial activities. Locals use this market to meet their daily 

needs, while tourists often include it as a destination when visiting Bukittinggi. These conditions 

indicate that Pasar Bawah’s development is influenced not only by buying and selling activities 

but also by urban spatial planning and high levels of community mobility From a social history 

perspective, Pasar Bawah’s function as a marketplace is not determined solely by the commodities 

traded there. Easy access, proximity to other commercial areas, and its central location within the 
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city’s activity hub are factors that reinforce Pasar Bawah’s role as the community’s economic 

center. Traditional markets can continue to thrive because they are supported by the diversity of 

spatial functions, ease of access, and the interrelated distribution of urban activities (Aliyah et al. 

2017)  

Research findings also show that Pasar Bawah is an integral part of the historical 

development of downtown Bukittinggi. From the city’s early growth to the present day, this area 

has continued to evolve in tandem with changes in the urban structure without losing its primary 

function as a community trading hub. The emergence of modern shopping centers has not 

diminished Pasar Bawah’s role as a space for the local economy. This market remains a bustling 

place because of its strong ties to traditional trade networks, community mobility, and tourism 

activities taking place in downtown Bukittinggi. Pasar Bawah is not only a venue for buying and 

selling but also a social space that illustrates the relationship between commercial activities, urban 

development, and community life. Its existence demonstrates that traditional markets still play a 

vital role in sustaining local economic activity while supporting the development of Bukittinggi’s 

tourism sector. 

 

Figure 1. Map of the Location of Pasar Bawah in Bukittinggi 

Source: Research documentation, 2026. 

 

Historically, the existence of Pasar Bawah is inseparable from Bukittinggi’s development as 

a trading city. Pasar Atas, Pasar Bawah, and Pasar Simpang Aur are the three main markets that 

play a vital role in shaping the city’s economic activities. The Profile Document of Pasar Atas, Pasar 

Bawah, and Pasar Simpang Aur in Bukittinggi explains that these three markets hold significant 

value in the development of Bukittinggi as a cultural and trading city (Bukittinggi City 

Government, 2015). This indicates that Pasar Bawah functions not only as a place of transaction 

but also as a space that preserves the traces of the city’s social and economic development. 

From a historical perspective, the position of Pasar Bawah as part of the city’s main market 

system shows that traditional markets can function as public spaces (Surendro and Kanumoyoso 

2024) show that traditional markets in Indonesian urban history were not only economic 

facilities, but also public spaces that shaped social encounters and urban order. This perspective 

strengthens the interpretation of Pasar Bawah as a historical space that records the relationship 

between trade, public activity, and the development of Bukittinggi’s urban structure. 

Field findings show that commercial activities at Pasar Bawah involve various social groups. 

These groups include permanent vendors, small-scale vendors, seasonal vendors, local shoppers, 
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tourists, informal workers, porters, and members of the surrounding community. The diversity of 

these actors shows that Pasar Bawah serves as a grassroots economic space that supports the 

livelihoods of many community groups. Open data from Satu Data Sumbar also records Pasar 

Bawah in relation to market fees, indicating that this market can be viewed as part of the city’s 

economic governance (Satu Data Sumatera Barat 2023). 

Pasar Bawah also reflects the character of a traditional market as a social space. Buying and 

selling activities do not only occur through the exchange of goods and money. They also involve 

conversation, bargaining, customer relationships, and trust between vendors and buyers. In the 

Minangkabau context, markets have strong social and cultural meaning (Damsar and Indrayani 

2016) explain that markets in Minangkabau society are related to socio-cultural construction, 

mobility, migration, and entrepreneurial practices. Thus, Pasar Bawah can be understood as a 

space where economy, culture, and social relations meet. 

Studies on traditional markets also show that markets are not merely commercial buildings. 

(Aliyah et al. 2017) explain that traditional markets function as spaces for trade, socio-cultural 

interaction, and urban community activities.(Ekomadyo 2019) also emphasizes that public 

markets should be understood as economic and socio-cultural places, not only as physical 

structures.(Ekomadyo and Triwardhani 2024) further explain that public markets contain strong 

social content because market space is produced and consumed through everyday activities, 

informal practices, and social interaction. This view is relevant to Pasar Bawah because the 

market’s meaning is formed not only through its physical location, but also through the daily 

presence of vendors, buyers, tourists, informal workers, and local residents. 

Thus, Pasar Bawah can be understood as a space of grassroots trade within the socio-

historical structure of Bukittinggi. This market is not merely a place for buying and selling. It also 

functions as a workplace, a meeting place, and a survival space for small traders and informal 

workers. From a social history perspective, commercial activities at Pasar Bawah record the 

relationship between the people’s economy, merchant mobility, social interaction, and the 

development of Bukittinggi’s city center. 

Pasar Bawah as an Urban Tourism Space 

Field research findings indicate that Pasar Bawah is closely linked to tourism activities in the 

city of Bukittinggi. Its proximity to Jam Gadang, Pasar Ateh, the shopping district, and pedestrian 

walkways places this market within the flow of tourist traffic. This situation demonstrates that 

Pasar Bawah functions not only as a market for daily necessities but also as a space that directly 

benefits from tourism activities in the city center. 

The Jam Gadang area serves as one of the main hubs for tourist and local movement.(Safitri, 

Agustin, and Hariyarini 2023) explain that the Jam Gadang area is the central hub of Bukittinggi 

City’s activities, characterized by the dominance of commercial activities. This finding supports 
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the research results that Pasar Bawah is situated within an active urban space interconnected with 

the mobility of both tourists and local residents.  

Based on interviews with vendors, the bustle at Pasar Bawah is not consistent every day. 

Market activity increases on weekends, holidays, and during the tourist season. When tourists are 

numerous, the number of buyers increases and vendors’ income rises accordingly. Conversely, 

when the number of tourists decreases, the market tends to be quieter. This indicates that the 

economic activity of Pasar Bawah follows the rhythm of tourism in the city of Bukittinggi. 

The development of tourism is also linked to changes in the urban landscape.(Mirsa, 

Muhammad, et al. 2022)  explain that the transformation of Bukittinggi’s urban landscape was 

influenced by the development of tourism from 1984 to 2021. In this context, Pasar Bawah can be 

understood as part of the urban space that has evolved alongside tourism development, 

particularly due to its proximity to Jam Gadang, Pasar Ateh, and the city’s commercial district.  

Pasar Bawah also demonstrates that tourist experiences do not occur solely at formal tourist 

attractions. Tourists visiting the center of Bukittinggi can move from Jam Gadang to Pasar Ateh, 

the shopping district, and Pasar Bawah. In this movement, the market becomes part of the 

tourists’ social experience. They do not merely purchase goods but also observe community 

activities, interact with vendors, and experience the local atmosphere. 

(Fusté-Forné 2023)  explains that urban markets can form part of the tourism experience 

because visitors are not only looking for products, but also for local atmosphere, cultural identity, 

and social interaction. (Vijulie et al. 2025) rgue that markets can support sustainable urban 

tourism by encouraging local consumption, cultural experience, and direct connections between 

tourists and local communities. These perspectives are relevant to Pasar Bawah, which functions 

as both a trading space and a social space within Bukittinggi’s tourism activities. 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Trading Activity at the Bukittinggi Lower Market 
Source: Field observation documentation, 2026. 
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However, the connection between markets and tourism also requires balance. (Crespi-

Vallbona, Dominguez Pérez, and Miró 2019) explain that urban food markets attract both local 

consumers and tourists, but their uses must remain compatible so that tourism does not weaken 

the local function of the market. This perspective is important for Pasar Bawah because the market 

must continue to serve local residents while also responding to tourist mobility in the city center. 

Thus, Pasar Bawah can be understood as an urban tourism space with a social function. This 

market is not only a place for shopping, but also a meeting space for tourists, vendors, local 

shoppers, informal workers, and the surrounding community. From a social history perspective, 

this condition shows that the function of Pasar Bawah has developed from a space of daily trade 

into an important part of the tourist experience and the social identity of the city of Bukittingi  

Community Interaction and Sustainability Challenges in the Lower Market 

Field research findings indicate that social interaction is an integral part of life at Pasar 

Bawah Bukittinggi. Transactions at this market occur not only through the exchange of goods and 

money, but also through conversation, bargaining, customer relationships, trust, and vendors’ 

strategies for retaining customers. These patterns of interaction demonstrate that traditional 

markets hold strong social value in community life. 

In daily activities, vendors maintain customers through friendliness, product quality, fair 

prices, and good communication. Buyers also tend to return to vendors they already know because 

they feel comfortable and trust them. This relationship shows that the sustainability of trade in 

Pasar Bawah is not determined only by economic capital, but also by social capital. Trust, 

familiarity, and repeated interaction become important elements in maintaining market life. 

In Minangkabau society, markets hold social and cultural significance. (Damsar and 

Indrayani 2016) explain that markets in Minangkabau society are linked to socio-cultural 

construction, mobility, migration, and entrepreneurial practices. This perspective is relevant to 

Pasar Bawah because the market brings together local vendors, migrant vendors, regular 

customers, tourists, informal workers, and the surrounding community. The presence of actors 

from different social and regional backgrounds makes the market a space of social encounter. The 

interview results show that relationships between vendors and buyers are often built on trust. 

Vendors retain customers through friendliness, product quality, fair prices, and good 

communication. Buyers also tend to return to vendors they already know because they feel 

comfortable and trust them. Such relationships indicate that the sustainability of trade at Pasar 

Bawah is determined not only by economic capital but also by social capital. However, Pasar 

Bawah also faces several sustainability challenges. Field findings show that vendors’ income 

depends on the number of visitors, especially tourists. Market crowds are unstable, competition 

among vendors is increasing, informal economic activities remain visible, and market facilities are 

not yet fully adequate. These problems affect the comfort of vendors, buyers, tourists, and other 

market users.  
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Table 1. Key Socioeconomic Findings of the Bukittinggi Lower Market 

NO Field Findings Social Impact 
1 Merchants' income depends on 

the number of tourists 
 

Revenue increases when there are many tourists and 
decreases when the market is slow 

 
2 Market activity is volatile 

 
Business is brisk on weekends, holidays, or during 
the tourist season 

3 The vendors come from various 
regions 

The market has become more diverse, but 
competition has also intensified 

4 
Informal economic activity is 
still evident 

The market provides economic opportunities for 
small scale communities, but regulation has become 
more challenging 

5 Market facilities are not yet fully 
adequate 

The comfort of vendors and shoppers has decreased, 
particularly in terms of cleanliness, accessibility, 
and the organization of the space 

 
Source: Results of field observations and interviews, 2026. 

 

The findings in the table show that Pasar Bawah has social value for the surrounding 

urban space. (Guzmán-Pérez et al. 2021) explain that urban food markets can generate social 

value because they support interaction, local economic activity, and the sustainability of public 

spaces. This perspective is relevant to Pasar Bawah because the market continues to function 

as a space for small traders, local shoppers, tourists, and informal workers. The table also 

shows that the challenges of Pasar Bawah are not limited to buying and selling activities. These 

challenges are related to public comfort, spatial order, business continuity, and social relations 

among market actors. Informal economic activities show that the market remains a survival 

space for small communities. At the same time, these activities require better governance so 

that the market can remain orderly, accessible, and socially inclusive. 

These sustainability challenges show that market management cannot focus only on 

physical improvement. It must also consider the social relations, livelihoods, and informal 

activities that keep the market alive. In this sense, Pasar Bawah needs to be understood as a 

living social space whose continuity depends on the balance between economic regulation, 

community participation, and the protection of small vendors. (Wibawa et al. 2024) explain 

that the preservation of traditional markets in Indonesia requires governance that pays 

attention to community participation, local culture, and the role of market actors. This view is 

important for understanding Pasar Bawah because market improvement should not only focus 

on physical infrastructure. It should also protect the livelihoods of small vendors, maintain 

social relationships, and preserve the character of the market as a community interaction 

space. 

Thus, Pasar Bawah can be understood as a dynamic social space. It reflects the 

relationship between grassroots trade, tourist mobility, social interaction, and urban 

management challenges. From a social history perspective, Pasar Bawah is not merely a 
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marketplace. It is a space that records how the people of Bukittinggi work, interact, adapt, and 

sustain their socio-economic life amid the development of the city as a tourism center. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Research findings indicate that Pasar Bawah plays a significant role in the social history of 

Bukittinggi. This market not only serves as a venue for commercial activities but also functions 

as a social space that reflects changes in community life over time. The development of Pasar 

Bawah has progressed in tandem with the growth of Bukittinggi from its origins as a traditional 

village market, through its expansion during the colonial era, to its current status as part of the 

city’s commercial and tourism district. Its location near Jam Gadang, Pasar Ateh, the shopping 

district, and pedestrian paths gives Pasar Bawah a strong connection to the mobility of both 

residents and tourists. The interactions that take place between vendors, shoppers, tourists, street 

vendors, and the surrounding community demonstrate that Pasar Bawah remains a space where 

economic activity and the social life of the community converge. This study contributes by viewing 

Pasar Bawah as a space of social history that is examined not only in terms of its economic 

function but also in terms of the relationships between trade, urban development, social mobility, 

and tourism activities. This approach provides a more comprehensive picture of the changing 

functions of Pasar Bawah within the structure of the city of Bukittinggi. Nevertheless, this study 

has limitations because the historical sources used have not fully utilized colonial archives, old 

maps, historical photographs, or documents that depict the development of Pasar Bawah over a 

longer time span. Furthermore, this study remains focused on Pasar Bawah and thus has not yet 

compared its social and historical characteristics with those of Pasar Ateh or Pasar Simpang Aur. 

Future research could expand the study through a more detailed historical periodization, 

covering the pre-colonial, colonial, and post-independence periods, up to the development of 

modern tourism. A comparative study of several major markets in the city of Bukittinggi could 

also be conducted to examine differences in function, trade patterns, governance, and their 

contributions to the formation of the city’s historical identity. 
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